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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service 
Proiecto  for  American  Indians  With 
Handicaps 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 

action:  Notice  of  final  priorities  for 
fiscal  year  1992. 

SUMMARY:  The  Secretary  announces 
priorities  for  fiscal  year  1992  for  the 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service 
Projects  for  American  Indians  with 
Handicaps  program.  The  Secretary  takes 
this  action  to  focus  Federal  financial 
assistance  on  identified  national  needs. 
The  priorities  are  intended  to  increase 
the  availability  of  vocational 
rehabilitation  services  to  American 
Indians  with  disabilities  bving  on 
reservations  and  Native  Alaskans  with 
disabilities  living  in  tribal  villages  by — 
(1)  Addressing  the  needs  of  Native 
Americans  with  specific  learning 
disabilities;  and  (2)  Addressing  the 
needs  of  individuals  with  certain 
disabilities  that  are  prevalent  on  the 
applicant's  reservation  or  in  the  tribal 
village. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  These  priorities  take 
effect  either  45  days  after  publication  in 
the  Federal  Register  or  later  if  the 
Congress  takes  certain  adjournments.  If 
you  want  to  know  the  effective  date -of 
these  priorities,  call  or  write  the 
Department  of  Education  contact 
person. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Edward  Hofler,  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW., 
room  3318  Switzer  Building, 

Washington,  DC  20202-2740.  Telephone: 
(202)  732-1332.  Deaf  and  hearing 
impaired  individuals  may  call  the 
Federal  Dual  Party  Relay  Service  at  1- 
800-877-8339  (in  the  Washington.  DC 
202  area  code,  telephone  708-9300) 
between  8  a.m.  and  7  p.m.,  eastern  time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  Grants 
under  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Service  Projects  for  American  Indians 
with  Handicaps  program  are  authorized 
by  title  I,  section  130  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended. 
The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to 
provide  vocational  rehabilitation 
services  to  American  Indians  and 
Native  Alaskans  with  handicaps  who 
reside  on  Federal  or  State  reservations 
or  in  tribal  villages  in  order  to  prepare 
them  for  suitable  employment.  This 
program,  as  well  as  the  ffnal  priorities 
selected  for  this  fiscal  year,  will  further 
the  Department's  AMERICA  2000 
strategy  by  assisting  individuals  with 
disabilities  to  compete  in  a  global 


economy  and  exercise  the  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  citizsenship. 

Applicable  program  regulations  in  34 
CFR  part  371  call  for  projects  to 
establish  a  vocational  rehabilitation 
structure  and  provide  services 
comparable  to  those  provided  to  other 
individuals  with  disabilities  served  by 
the  State  vocational  rehabilitation 
agencies.  The  regulations  encourage 
cooperative  arrangements  between 
these  projects  and  the  State  vocational 
rehabilitation  system  in  order  to  provide 
complete  and  continuous  services  to 
American  Indians  living  on  reservations. 
An  evaluation  of  this  program 
completed  in  1987  recommended  that 
further  efforts  be  made  to  establish  a 
close  and  lasting  relationship  with  the 
State  vocational  rehabilitation  (VR) 
agency  that  will  assure  the  project  the 
necessary  training,  technical  assistance, 
and  provision  of  specific  client  services 
not  feasible  for  the  project  to  provide 
directly.  A  strong  relationship  with  the 
State  VR  agency  is  also  necessary  to 
guarantee  uninterrupted  client  services 
if  and  when  the  project  ceases  to  receive 
Federal  funding. 

Furthermore,  studies  from  the 
American  Indian  Research  and  Training 
Centers  and  program  experience 
indicate  that  these  projects  cannot 
function  effectively  in  isolation  from 
other  tribal  components  that  provide 
human  services.  Each  project  needs  to 
establish  within  its  own  tribal 
organization  effective  linkages  with  the 
human  service  delivery  system  offering 
social  services,  health  care,  alcohol 
dependency  treatment,  and  other 
comparable  programs  that,  if  already  in 
place  on  the  reservation,  should  not  be 
duplicated  in  the  vocational 
rehabilitation  program. 

Effective  linkages  and  appropriate 
referrals,  however,  cannot  be  made 
unless  a  good  working  relationship  is 
created  between  the  director  of  the 
project  and  the  management  of  the  other 
tribal  human  service  agencies.  To 
achieve  more  effective  internal  relations 
on  the  reservations,  special  attention 
needs  to  be  given  to  the  recruitment  of 
project  directors  who  are 
knowledgeable  about  the  various 
services  already  in  place  on  the 
reservation  and  who  are  knowledgeable 
about  the  cultural,  linguistic,  and 
political  realities  of  the  reservation  or 
Indian  village.  In  addition,  project 
directors  must  be  effective  liaison 
persons  who  can  work  constructively 
with  other  managers  and  directors  of 
related  programs.  Since  voc 
rehabilitation  is  relatively  new  to  many 
tribal  organizations,  the  project  director 
should  be  capable  of  communcating  in 


an  effective  way  to  the  existing  human 
service  delivery  system  the  importance 
of  the  rehabilitation  process  for  persons 
with  disabilities. 

On  August  19, 1991  the  Secretary 
published  a  notice  of  proposed  priorities 
for  these  competitions  in  the  Federal 
Register  (56  FR  41180). 

Note:  This  note  of  final  priorities  does  not 
solicit  applications.  A  notice  inviting 
applications  under  these  competitions  is 
piMished  in  a  separate  notice  in  this  issue  of 
the  Federal  Register. 

Analysis  of  Comments  and  Changes 

In  response  to  the  Secretary's 
invitation  in  the  notice  of  proposed 
priorities,  eight  parties  submitted 
comments.  An  analysis  of  the  comments 
and  the  Secretary's  responses  follow. 
Technical  and  other  minor  changes — 
and  suggested  changes  the  Secretary  is 
not  legally  authorized  to  make  under  the 
applicable  statutory  authority — are  not 
addressed.  No  substantive  changes  have 
been  made  since  publication  of  the 
notice  of  proposed  priorities. 

Absolute  Priority  1 — Projects 
Addressing  the  Needs  of  American 
Indians  With  Specific  Learning 
Disabilities  (SLD) 

Comments:  Four  commenters  opposed 
this  priority.  One  commenter  opposing 
this  priority  indicated  that  priorities 
should  be  established  only  after  direct 
consultation  with  tribal  organizations 
concerning  their  needs.  The  other  three 
commenters  opposed  the  priority  as 
being  too  restrictive  and  urged  that  any 
priorities  for  services  to  American 
Indians  with  SLD  not  hamper  the 
opportunity  to  serve  persons  with  other 
disabilities.  One  opposing  commenter 
was  especially  concerned  that  this 
priority  would  increase  the  caseload  of 
its  vocational  rehabilitation  (VR) 
program  to  an  unmanageable  level, 
inflate  the  costs  of  rehabilitation 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  serving 
persons  with  SLD,  give  preference  to 
persons  with  SLD  over  persons  with 
severe  disabilities,  and  narrow  the  focus 
of  the  American  Indian  VR  program  to 
create  a  school-to-work  transition 
project.  This  commenter  also  questioned 
whether  the  priority  to  serve  clients  with 
SLD  will  be  adhered  to  for  the  three- 
year  project  period  and,  if  the  Secretary 
proposes  a  new  priority  for  FY  1993, 
whether  grantees  funded  under  the  FY 
1992  priority  will  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
a  new  grant  under  a  new  FY  1993 
priority. 

Discussion:  The  Secretary 
acknowledges  the  need  for  ongoing 
consultation  with  American  Indian 
organizations  in  the  establishment  of 
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priorities  responsive  to  their  needs.  The 
Department,  in  providing  monitoring  and 
technical  assistance  to  tribal 
organizations,  receives  frequent  input 
from  India  tribes  concerning  their  needs 
rested  to  serving  persons  with 
disabilities.  The  Secretary  also 
recognizes  the  need  for  comprehensive 
VR  services  to  all  American  Indians 
with  disabilities,  and  the  intention  of  the 
priority  is  not  to  limit  the  scope  of 
services  solely  to  persons  with  SLD. 
However,  stupes  have  shown  that  a 
larger  percentage  of  American  Indian 
youth  enrolled  in  schools  was  classified 
as  learning  disabled  than  any  other 
racial  or  ethnic  group,  and  that  this 
higher  incidence  of  learning  disabilities 
is  thought  to  be  related  to  learning 
delays  at  critical  developmental  points. 
Furthermore,  while  the  establishment  of 
this  priority  is  intended  to  require  an 
applicant  to  give  special  emphasis 
within  its  program  to  persons  with 
specific  learning  disabilities,  each 
applicant  is  bound  to  respond  to  the 
broader  regulatory  requirements  of  the 
section  130  program.  All  projects  under 
this  authority  are  required  to  provide 
vocational  rehabilitation  services 
comparable  to  those  provided  by  the 
State  agency  to  all  individuals  with 
disabilities. 

The  focus  on  service  to  clients  with 
SLD  within  this  priority  is  not  intended 
to  create  a  school-to-woric  transition 
project  but  rather  to  address  a  disability 
that  poses  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles 
to  successful  employment  for  American 
Indians,  no  matter  what  their  ages  may 
be. 

This  priority  is  expected  to  be 
implemented  over  the  three-year  life  of 
the  project  starting  In  FY 1992,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  models  developed  during 
that  time  will  become  permanent 
components  of  service  to  clients  with 
SLD  within  the  section  130  VR  program. 
The  SLD  priority  does  not  call  for 
establishing  a  special  VR  project  for 
persons  with  SLD,  but  rather  a 
comprehensive  VR  structure  with  a 
focus  on  service  to  persons  with  SLD. 
Therefore,  a  grantee  funded  in  FY  1992 
for  three  years  under  this  section  130 
program  may  be  eligible  to  apply  f(f» 
another  section  130  grants,  whether  or 
not  another  priority  is  implemented  for 
the  FY  1993  cfunpetition,  provided  the 
applicant  is  proposing  to  set  up  an 
entirely  new  VR  project  to  serve  persons 
with  the  full  range  of  disabilities  at  a 
geographical  location  distinct  horn  that 
of  the  previous  project 

Changes:  None. 

Comments:  Three  commenters 
supported  this  priority.  Two  of  these 
commenters  called  for  additional  funds 


for  the  training  of  staff  on  the 
identiHcation  of  SLD  and  on  the 
implications  of  this  disabdity  for  overall 
VR  services.  They  also  recommended 
that  screening,  identification,  and 
evaluation  criteria  for  potential  SLD 
clients  should  be  provided  as  soon  as 
possible.  One  of  these  commenters 
stated  that  this  priority  was  clearly 
necessary  but  that  there  was  a  ne^  to 
carefully  assess  any  persons  thought  to 
have  SID  in  order  to  avoid 
inappropriate  classification  of 
individuals  into  this  disability  category. 
This  commenter  emphasized  the  need  to 
test  students  in  their  primary  language 
as  well  as  in  English,  if  applicable,  and 
to  eliminate  unfair  or  biased  verbal 
items  from  any  assessment  procedure. 
Another  supporting  commenter 
recommend^  the  inclusion  of  a  data 
collector  as  a  staff  member  to  conduct  a 
thorough  survey  on  the  prevalence  of 
SLD  ai^  other  disabilities  in  the 
geographic  area  of  the  tribe. 

Discussion:  The  Secretary  agrees  that 
there  is  need  for  farther  training  of 
section  130  VR  staff  on  the  diverse 
aspects  of  SLD.  For  those  applicants 
who  choose  to  respond  to  this  priority,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  seek  assistance  in 
the  training  of  staff  in  the  fair  and 
accurate  evaluation  of  potential  SLD 
clients.  Within  the  scope  of  the  project, 
training  and  evaluation  resources  can  be 
secured  as  needed  by  the  use  of  outside 
consultants  and  by  assessment  services 
arranged  through  the  State  vocational 
rehabilitation  agency.  From  the 
screening  and  evaluation  of  potential 
SLD  clients  through  the  actual  delivery 
of  rehabilitaticm  services  to  those 
clearly  diagnosed  as  having  a  specific 
learning  disability,  this  priority  calls  for 
an  approach  that  accounts  not  only  fcur 
the  difference  between  American  Indian 
culture  and  other  cultures,  but  also  for 
tribal  differences  among  Indian  people. 
Effective  diagnosis  and  subsequent 
delivery  of  rehabilitation  services  must 
grow  out  of  procedures  that  reflect 
knowledge  of  the  language  and  culture 
of  the  specific  tribes,  must  recognize 
differences  between  traditional  Indian 
values  and  speciflc  tribal  customs  and 
concepts  of  other  cultures,  and  must 
simultaneously  address  the  functional 
limitations  of  each  individued's 
disability. 

While  the  suggestion  of  including  a 
section  130  staff  person  to  collect  data 
on  SLD  has  merit,  the  Secretary  will  not 
require  such  a  staH  member  under  this 
priority.  Resources  for  the  collection  of 
data  on  SLD  among  American  Indians 
and  Alaskan  natives  can  be  obtained 
through  the  American  Indian  Research 


and  Training  Centers  at  Flagstaff  and 
Tucson,  Arizona. 

Concerning  any  iiK^ease  in  funding 
for  training  and  evaluation  of  potential 
SLD  cbents,  there  are  no  extra  funds 
available  to  the  American  Indian  VR 
program  beyond  those  appropriated  by 
Congress  in  a  given  flscal  year,  even  if 
absolute  priorities  are  established. 
Changes.  None. 

Absolute  Priority  2— Projects 
Addressing  Disabilities  of  High 
Prevalence  on  the  Reservation  or  in  the 
Tribal  Village 

Comments:  Three  commenters 
supported  this  priority.  One  commenter 
suggested  that  a  staff  person  act  as  data 
collector  to  gather  information 
identifying  in  rank  order  the  disabilities 
of  highest  prevalence  within  the 
American  Indian  geographic  locations 
served. 

Discussion:  For  applicants  responding 
to  this  priority,  there  is  a  need  to  verify 
the  disabilities  of  highest  prevalence  on 
the  reservation  to  be  served  by  the 
section  130  program.  However,  the 
priority  will  not  require  the  hiring  of  a 
specific  person  to  gather  that  data. 
Assistance  in  gathering  necessary  data 
can  be  obtained  through  the  Indian 
Health  Service  and  the  American  Indian 
Research  and  Training  Centers  at 
Flagstaff  and  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Changes:  None. 

Comments:  One  commenter  proposed 
that  the  Rehabilitation  Services 
Administration  provide  planning  grants 
to  tribes  expressing  an  interest  in 
conducting  a  needs  assessment  on  their 
reservations. 

Discussion:  The  Secretary  agrees  that 
an  assessment  of  vocational 
rehabibtation  needs  could  be  of  benefit 
to  the  tribe.  However,  planning  grants 
are  not  authorized  under  the  section  130 
program. 

Changes:  None. 

Invitational  Priority — Encouraging 
Applications  From  Tribal  Organizations 
From  the  Midwestern  or  Eastern  Areas 
of  the  Country  or  from  Tribal 
Organizations  not  Previously  Funded 

Comments:  Three  commenters 
supported  the  invitational  priority 
encouraging  applications  f^m  the 
midwestem  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
country  and  from  applicants  not 
previously  funded.  One  commenter 
opposed  the  invitational  priority.  One  of 
the  supporting  commenters 
recommended  that,  in  encouraging  more 
new  applicaticms  while  maintaining 
existing  projects,  consideration  be  given 
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to  increasing  the  set-aside  for  Indian  VR 
from  the  current  one  fourth  of  one 
percent  to  the  full  one  percent 
authorized  by  section  110(d]  (1)  and  (2) 
of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as 
amended. 

The  commenter  who  opposed  the 
priority  strongly  objected  to  the 
invitational  priority  based  on  section 
130(b)(4)  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973,  as  amended,  which  gives  priority 
consideration  to  applications  for  the 
continuation  of  projects  that  have  been 
funded  under  this  program.  As  an 
alternative  priority,  this  commenter 
recommended  a  revision  of  the  priority 
to  make  increased  funding  available  to 
encourage  new  applications  from  new 
geographic  areas  while  granting  priority 
to  previously  funded  projects. 

Discussion:  The  Secretary  does  not 
believe  that  the  invitational  priority 
conflicts  with  section  130(b)(4)  of  the 
Act.  The  invitational  priority  is  an 
encouragement  for  tribal  organizations 
from  midwestem  and  eastern  parts  of 
the  country,  and  tribes  not  previously 
funded,  to  apply.  These  new  applicants 
are  not  given  preference  under  this 
priority,  and  preference  will  still  be 
given  to  previously  funded  projects  in 
keeping  with  the  Act  The  funding  level 
for  the  set-aside  for  the  section  130 
program  is  a  decision  of  the  Secretary 
and  is  not  an  issue  for  these  priorities. 

Changes:  None. 

General  Comments 

Comments:  One  commenter  proposed 
a  third  absolute  priority  to  address  the 
VR  needs  of  older  persons  with 
disabilities.  The  proposal  is  based  on 
studies  indicating  both  that  persons  over 
age  45  with  disabilities  are  in  greater 
need  of  rehabilitation  and  are  more 
often  successfully  rehabilitated  than 
younger  persons. 

Discussion:  In  order  to  ensure  timely 
grant  awards  this  year,  the  Secretary 
will  not  at  this  time  entertain  further 
absolute  priorities  for  FY 1992. 

However,  this  suggestion  will  be  taken 
into  account  in  the  process  of 
establishing  priorities  for  this  program  in 
future  years. 

Changes:  None. 

Priorities 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3).  the 
Secretary  gives  an  absolute  preference 
to  applications  that  meet  one  of  the 
following  priorities.  The  Secretary  funds 
under  these  competitions  only 
applications  that  meet  one  of  these 
absolute  priorities: 


Absolute  Priority  1 — Projects 
Addressing  the  Needs  of  American 
Indians  with  Specific  Learning 
Disabilities 

Background 

According  to  the  1988  Elementary  and 
Secondary  School  Civil  Rights  Survey 
conducted  by  the  Department  of 
Education,  Office  for  Civil  Rights,  a 
larger  percentage  of  American  Indian 
youth  (5.8  percent)  enrolled  in  schools 
was  classified  as  learning  disabled  than 
any  other  group  (4.4  percent  of  African 
Americans  enrolled  have  learning 
disabilities;  4.4  percent  of  White 
Americans  enrolled  have  learning 
disabilities;  3.9  percent  of  Hispanic 
Americans  enrolled  have  learning 
disabilities;  and  1.4  percent  of  Asian 
Americans  enrolled  have  learning 
disabilities.) 

The  characteristics  of  American 
Indian  youth  with  specific  learning 
disabilities  (SLD)  include  significant 
difrerences  between  verbal  and 
performance  I.Q.  scores;  achievement 
scores  below  what  one  would  expect 
based  on  I.Q.  scores;  processing  dehcits 
such  as  auditory  sequencing  and 
memory  deficits  despite  intact  hearing 
and  sound  discrimination  skills;  and 
behaviors  consistently  linked  with 
learning  disabilities,  such  as  attention 
deficits,  cognitive  difficulties,  difficulties 
in  impulse  control,  poor  interpersonal 
skills,  and  emotional  problems.  While 
the  priority  is  not  limited  to  American 
Indian  youth,  these  data  are 
representative  of  the  general  American 
Indian  population. 

Rehabilitation  counseling  literature 
recognizes  the  general  need  for 
screening,  evaluation,  and  actual 
delivery  of  rehabilitation  services  that 
account  not  only  for  the  difference 
between  American  Indian  culture  and 
other  cultures,  but  also  for  tribal 
differences  among  Indian  people.  Thus, 
elective  rehabilitation  services  to 
American  Indians  must  grow  out  of 
procedures  that  reflect  Imowledge  of  the 
language  and  culture  of  a  specific  tribe, 
must  recognize  differences  between 
traditional  Indian  values  and  specific 
tribal  customs  and  concepts  of  other 
cultures,  and  must  simultaneously 
address  the  functional  limitations  of 
each  individual’s  disability. 

Priority 

Projects  under  this  priority  must 
prepare  eligible  American  Indians  with 
SLD  for  vocational  training  or 
employment  using  remedial, 
compensatory,  and  accommodative 
strategies  to  overcome  the  individual 
functional  limitations  of  their  disability, 
while  introducing  them  to  concepts  from 


other  culUtres  that  are  essential  for 
being  successful  in  the  employment 
sector.  These  models  must  be  developed 
in  the  context  of  a  specific  tribal  culture 
by  skilled  professionals  of  that  tribe. 
Projects  must  continue  to  serve  all  tribal 
members  with  disabilities  in  keeping 
with  the  overall  purpose  of  the  program. 

In  addition,  all  projects  must  meet  the 
following  three  requirements:  (1)  Each 
project  must  have  a  cooperative  working 
arrangement  with  the  appropriate  State 
vocational  agency  or  agencies  to 
facilitate  complete  and  continuous 
services  to  American  Indians  and 
Native  Alaskans  served  under  the 
project.  (2)  Each  project  must  have 
effective  linkages  with  the  existing 
human  service  delivery  system  within 
the  specific  tribe  or  consortium  of  tribes. 
(3)  Each  project  must  have  a  project 
director  who  is  familiar  with  the  specific 
tribal  population  and  its  cultural  and 
linguistic  needs,  the  reservation 
structures  and  policies,  and  the  human 
service  delivery  system  in  place  at  each 
tribal  organization. 

Absolute  Priority  2— Projects 
Addressing  Disabilities  of  High 
Prevalence  on  the  Reservation  or  in  the 
Tribal  Village 

Background 

Among  the  issues  especially  unique  to 
the  American  Indian,  as  cited  in  a  1987 
study  done  by  the  American  Indian 
Research  and  Training  Center,  is  the 
existence  of  a  high  variance  in  the 
prevalence  of  certain  disabilities 
according  to  geographical  area.  It  has 
been  found  that  certain  disabilities,  such 
as  diabetes,  tuberculosis,  specific 
learning  disabilities,  mental  retardation, 
alcoholism,  and  substance  abuse,  are 
prevalent  on  certain  reservations.  'There 
is  the  need  to  increase  capacity  to  serve 
those  disability  groups  representing 
conditions  of  high  prevalence  within  the 
American  Indian  or  Native  Alaskan 
population  by  the  geographic  location 
served. 

Priority 

Projects  under  this  priority  must  offer 
special  measures  or  arrangements  for 
effectively  addressing  specific 
disabilities  of  high  prevalence  on  the 
reservation  or  in  the  tribal  village,  while 
continuing  to  serve  all  tribal  members 
with  disabilities  in  keeping  with  the 
overall  purpose  of  the  program. 

In  addition,  all  projects  must  meet  the 
following  three  requirements:  (1)  Each 
project  must  have  a  cooperative  working 
arrangement  with  the  appropriate  State 
vocational  agency  or  agencies  to 
facilitate  complete  and  continuous 
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services  to  American  Indians  and 
Native  Alaskans  served  under  the 
project.  (2)  Each  project  must  have 
elective  linkages  with  the  existing 
human  service  delivery  system  within 
the  specific  tribe  or  consortium  of  tribes. 
(3)  Each  project  must  have  a  project 
director  who  is  familiar  with  the  specihc 
tribal  population  and  its  cultural  and 
linguistic  needs,  the  reservation 
structures  and  policies,  and  the  human 
service  delivery  system  in  place  at  each 
tribal  organization. 

Invitational  Priority 

Background 

To  date,  only  39  (13  percent)  of  the  309 
Federally-recognized  American  Indian 
tribes  and  only  4  (2  pm'cent)  of  the  197 
tribal  villages  in  Alaska  have  received 
funding  under  this  project  authority.  In 
addition.  16  of  the  17  grants  awarded 
under  this  authority  have  served 
reservations  in  the  western, 
southwestern,  and  far-northwestern 
areas  of  the  United  States. 

Priority 

In  conjunction  with  the  preceding 
absolute  priorities,  the  Secretary  is 
particularly  interested  in  encouraging 
applications  from  tribal  organizations  in 
the  midwest  or  eastern  areas  of  the 
country  or  from  tribal  organizations  that 
have  not  yet  been  funded  under  this 
program  authority.  The  Secretary  is 
interested  in  expanding  these  projects 
into  other  areas  of  the  country  and  in 
providing  funding  to  other  tribal 
organizations  and  tribal  villages. 

However,  under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1)  an 
application  that  meets  this  invitational 
priority  does  not  receive  competitive  or 
absolute  preference  over  applications 
that  do  not  meet  the  priority. 

Applicable  Program  Regulations:  34 
CFR  parts  369  and  371, 

Authority:  29  t  I.S.C.  750. 


(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.250,  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Service  Projects  for  American  Indians  with 
Handicaps) 

Dated:  February  27, 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 
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mLLms  cooe  sooo-oi-m 


DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

[CFDA  No.:  84.2501 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service 
Projects  for  American  Indians  With 
Handicaps;  Inviting  Applications  for 
New  Awards  for  Fiscal  Year  (FY)  1992 

Purpose  of  Program-.  To  provide  grants 
for  vocational  rehabilitation  services  to 
American  Indians  with  handicaps  who 
reside  on  Federal  or  State  reservations. 

Eligible  Applicants-.  Governing  bodies 
of  Indian  tribes  and  consortia  of  those 
governing  bodies  located  on  Federal  and 
State  reservations  are  eligible  to  apply 
for  awards  under  this  program. 

Deadline  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  April  30, 1992. 

Applications  Available:  March  9, 

1992. 

Available  Funds:  $3,000,910. 

Estimated  Range  of  Awards:  $200,000- 
$850,000. 

Awards  are  to  be  made  in  two  priority 
areas.  Specific  information  regarding  the 
estimated  average  size  and  number  of 
awards  for  each  priority  appears  in  the 
chart  in  this  notice. 

Note;  The  Department  is  not  bound  by  any 
estimates  in  this  notice. 

Project  Period:  Up  to  36  months. 

Applicable  Regulations:  (a)  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  75,  77,  80.  81,  82,  85,  and  86; 
and  (b)  The  regulations  for  this  program 
in  34  CFR  Parts  369  and  371. 


Priorities:  The  priorities  in  the  notice 
of  final  priorities  for  this  program,  as 
published  elsevvhere  in  this  issue  of  the  ' 
Federal  Register,  apply  to  these 
competitions. 

For  Applications  or  Information 
Contact:  Bruce  Rose,  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW., 
room  3332,  Switzer  Building, 
Washington,  DC  20202-2649.  To  request 
an  application,  call  (202)  732-1347;  to 
receive  further  information,  call  (202) 
732-1325.  Deaf  and  bearing  impaired 
individuals  may  call  the  Federal  Dual 
Party  Relay  Service  at  1-800-877-8339 
(in  the  Washington.  DC  202  area  code, 
telephone  708-9300)  between  8  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.,  eastern  time. 

Program  Authority:  29  U.S.C.  750(a).  - 

Dated:  February  28, 1992. 

Michael  E.  Vader, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary,  Office  of  Special 
Education  and  Rehabilitative  Services. 


Program  of  Vocational  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Service  Projects  for  American 
Indians  With  Handicaps 


CFDA 

number 

Phority  areas 

Estimated 
average 
sire  of 
awards 

Estimated 
number  of 
awards 

84.250A .. 

Projects 
addressii''9 
disabilities 
of  high 
prevalence 
on  the 
reservation 
or  in  the 
tribal  village. 

$239,000 

7 

i 

84.25C8 .. 

Projects 
addressing 
the  needs 
of  American 
Indians  with 
specific 
learning 
disabilities. 

239,000 

3 
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